
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
Approve and authorize Chairman to execute Mutual Aid Agreement for Fire Protection and 
Rescue Services between Seminole County and Lake County.

BACKGROUND:

Seminole and Lake Counties are updating a Mutual Aid Agreement between the two counties 
that has been in place since August 8, 1989.  This agreement is for the provision of fire and 
EMS support when requested through the proper channels.  This typically occurs when a 
public safety agency does not have sufficient resources to manage an unusual or catastrophic 
event.   This agreement outlines and describes the terms for requesting and providing mutual 
aid assistance. Primary changes include: 1) definitions paragraph added 2) use of terminology 
Responding Party and Requesting Party added 3) Responding party may request 
reimbursement from FEMA and 4) the term of the agreement extends the cancellation notice 
from 30 to 90 days with written notice. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Board approve and authorize Chairman to execute Mutual Aid 
Agreement for Fire Protection and Rescue Services between Seminole County and Lake
County.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Agreement
2. Agreement
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SUBJECT: Mutual Aid Agreement for Fire Protection and Rescue Services between Seminole 
County and Lake County

DEPARTMENT: Public Safety DIVISION: EMS Fire Rescue

AUTHORIZED BY: Tad Stone CONTACT: Treeva Picklesimer EXT: 5002

County-wide Tad Stone

Additionally Reviewed By:

County Attorney Review ( Ann Colby )



MUTUAl. All) AGRI~I~MI~N'"

i '!'!Iig Agreement, mucIc nnll entered into t!lis --'~- clay or
./. ,_.,./ , 1989; by ilncl between tile !Ionrd or (;ollnty Commigsionerg or Seminole
(;,$llnly..J[:jo-.;riIu;-lIcreinurler rercrred to liS "Seminole (::mmly" IInd tile llollrd or (;olmly
(;\Imillissiollers or Lul<e (;olmly, florida, Ilcrcillnrter rererred lo as "Lake Colmly."

\VIII':ltliAS, lile pnrlies lIave eslublisllcd and mllinluin fire ucpartmenls willi firc
figillilig cqllipmcnl und fllll lime or vollmtccr personncllls fircfigillcrs; und

\VIII':RliAS, lIle boundaries or Seminole Collnty nnd of tile Lake Collnty fire
I)epnrllllcnt are acljncent; and

WIII~RI~AS, it is desirable that an agreement be entered into between the parties
for tlleir mlltllll) benefit in times of emergency;

NOW 'l'111~ltEPORI~, it is Agreed by And between the parties hereto thllt each or
tile parties IIgrce to assist tile other IlIIdcr the following stipulations, provi:;ion:;, IInd
(~orldi t ions:

I. '1'11111 IIssisll1nce sll11l1 bc rclldcrcd by eitller pl1rty IlpOIl tile reqllest or the Pirc
l;llicr or tIle Ill1rty rcqllesting I1ssislrulCC, or his/ller (ltlly /ltllhorizetJ representative; sllcll
rt~(III(!st to Ilc illili'llctl tllrOllgh tlm Pirc Ocpartlllcnt di~paL(~h of rice and Lo bc fur any
clllcrgcllcy fur wlli(:11 mlltllol lIi(1 is ncces~l1ry, to illCllldc, hilt not limited to, strll(:tllrlll
rircs, cxlri(:nl iOlI~, sl/llIdl>y, I1n(1 cmcrgell(~y m/lllngemclIl, ill /lccordl1nce willI 1~lori(111
St/ltlltes 252.411.

2. I~qllipment 1;11811 he disp8lclled ollly liS ref)lIested hy the clliling party, and the
IlIlmlJer of ~lleh pic(~es ond tile omOllnt of personnel dispotche<l sholl be ol the discretion
of tile respOll<ling party.

3. 'rllc llirc !)epnrtmcllt of citller party mllY dccliliC to provide assistnllcc, if
IIY (!l)illg !it) tll(~ir o\yn jllrisdictiOJI wolll(1 not bc uffor(lccl adcquate covcragc. I~ocll
dep'Irtlllcnt slloll nllvisc tllc otller immediately if such condition exists.

.
4. Seminole (::ounty and I.ake Coullty do not IIssulnc allY liability for the act~,

(111Ii!i~iulI~, or IIcgligcllce of the oUlcr. I~ach !iholl illdcmllify and 110111 harmle~s tllc othcr
I"rcI11I lilt clllill\~, dllmages, lo~s, alld cxpen~cs ori~illg out of, or rcsultillg from, thc
pcrf()rmnllc~c of thcir rc~pective operation!i Imdcr this Agrccmellt.

5. Ncililer Seminole ComIty or Lakc Collnly will receive paymenl or be reimbllrscd
for 'IllY expellse or lile lil:e incllrred in colmeclion willI services provided ill lile perCormnnce
of Illis ngrecmcnl Crc)m lile ollier.

". 'rile pnrly respondil1g to 8 cull frolll tile other pnrty, while witllin the nrea
uf Ihc othcr ptlrty, shull be sllbjcct to tile or(lers 8n<l dirc<:tions of the Offi<:er in Charge
uf thc opcrnlions in thc area where tile clllcrg"II(:y exists.

(II) Tile Cllief or Officer in Charge of tile rcqucsling deparlmcnl will
COllllllllllicale orders find direclions lo the responding mutllol aid dcportmenl's Chicf or
Offil~er in Cllnrge.

(II) 'l'IIc rirefighter~ from the flernrtment givil!g' mlltlllll nid will rclIlllin "nocr
IIII! l'l)mmllnll or Illeil' own Ile()lIl'tmcnt {)ffil~I!l's.

7. III vicw of IIIC fnct Illnt COllfllsion exists ill thc IIlilld of the gcncl'lIl pllillic II~
It I \vllil"h ril'c dCll/ll'tmcnt to coil dire to the close pl'oximily of thc respective COv(~l'lIge
Ill'l!IIS, Rcmillolc <';olml y lInd l,lIke County ngl'ce to thc following:

(II) If n 1'1111 is received by I,oke (;oll/lly 11ire Prolcclio/l lo respond i/llo nrCllS
of tile olltcr fire <Ieporlillc/lt lIlul ore covcrell by litis ngreeillell', rec;pnnse will be IIIolle
IIIICI H~ll1illol<! (~OIIIIly (lire l)cp/lrllllcIIl will Ilc l1olificd ill1111c<li/llcly of SIICIt rcs(loIISf!, so

tll(!Y I1IIIY lliku /lp(lro(lri/llf! acliol1,

(II) If II rc<lllcsl for survicc i1; received /lllcl, after displllcit il is lellr/lcd lIml
il is /lcllrhy, hIll 0111 of lite deparlllleill's IIrell of coverllge, LIte olor.II receiving dcporllllcIIl
IYil1 bcgil1 COIIIIJllt opcrolio/ls ol1d will notify lIle opproprilltc dcpnrlll1cIIl os SOO/I os possiillc.

(YCt-CJ &0



(C:) I\S soon liS stifficiclil 1IIIIIIpowcr 1111(1 cqllipmcnl fro In Ule depllrllllcnl WilD
'1'15 jllris(lit~li{)1I /lrrivcs 011 Ule scelle 811d is rclluy lo relieve Ule first in compllllY, lllC illitilll
rcspmldillg fire ucp'Irllllent mflY cclIse opcrnlions IInd relllrll lo their Coullly, lJistrict,
(Ir c.:ily.

8. 'l'lli~ Ilgrcclncnt InDY hc cllflcellcd by cililer party Ilftcr giving a minimllin of
tllirty (311) Iluys wriltcn Notice of Irltcnt to Cancel said Ilgreemcnt. 'l'his Agrecment shall
cmltimlc in pcrllctllity IIntil :lInccllcll hy one or boll, partics.

!I. IloLI. parLie~ agree lo fllrnish sI,fficienl mflps fino information, a~ necoed, lo
1I!;~isl encl. othcr in 10(:lIting lhe scclle of tile fire or olher cillergcncy.

1 II. \Vllellcvcr a fire (ICpllrtlllcnt IISCS any stlltiolillry fire protection IIcviccs
(1Iy(!I'lInts, stllrnlpipcs, ctc.) uclongi'Ig to II Col/nty or City which tllcy normally \YOlltd not
1>I'otC(:t, they stlllil so notify Ulut Col/nty or City l)c[>lIrllncnt as soon liS possible.

/':0(:11 I,r tile porlies hereto do hereby ogree lo toke such nctions and forebeor
su(:h actions /IS agreed necessary to carry out tile Inenning and intent of this Agrcemcnl
IIIld all its terms nnd conditions.

111 wil/Jcss whereof, the parties hereto have hcre/Jnder set their hands and seals~ 
<IllY of August' ,1989, A.O.(Ilis

Lake County /Jonrd or County Commissioners

ro.__t?4 .,I? 1_-1 _JJ"7),
ChaIrman

Seminole County Uoord of County Comrnissioners

,/11 /
Vi ce Cllnirmnll.

ATTEST:

Clerk



 

 

MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT 

for 

FIRE PROTECTION AND RESCUE SERVICES 

between 

SEMINOLE COUNTY, FLORIDA AND LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

 

 THIS AGREEMENT, is by and between SEMINOLE COUNTY, a charter 

county and political subdivision of the State of Florida (hereinafter referred to as 

“Seminole County”) and LAKE COUNTY, a political subdivision existing under the 

laws of the State of Florida (hereinafter referred to as “Lake County”). 

WITNESSETH 

WHEREAS, Lake County and Seminole County have established and maintain 

Fire Departments with firefighting equipment, emergency medical equipment and 

firefighting personnel; and 

 WHEREAS, the boundaries of Seminole County and Lake County are adjacent, 

and  

 WHEREAS, the parties deem it desirable that an agreement be entered into for 

their mutual benefit in times of emergency or disaster too great to be dealt with 

unassisted. 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is agreed by and between the parties hereto that each 

shall assist the other under the following stipulations, provisions and conditions: 

 

1. DEFINITIONS: 

For the purpose of this Agreement, the following definitions shall apply. 

A.  Mutual Aid:  Mutual Aid is defined as a catastrophic event, manmade or 

natural, that, because of the magnitude of the event, poses a hardship on the 
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ability of the jurisdiction having authority to respond with adequate services, 

(eg: hurricane, tornadoes, large structural fires, mass casualty incidents.)  

Mutual Aid shall not include ordinary events for which the responsible 

jurisdiction has determined it will not obtain adequate equipment and/or 

support. 

B. Requesting Party:  The Requesting Party is the jurisdiction having the 

authority and responsibility to respond to the disaster for which Mutual Aid is 

being sought. 

C. Responding Party:  The Responding Party is the jurisdiction being contacted 

by the Requesting Party to provide Mutual Aid assistance. 

  

2. MUTUAL AID ASSISTANCE 

Mutual Aid assistance shall be requested by the Fire Chief of the Requesting 

Party or his designee, to the Fire Chief of the Responding Party or his designee.  The 

request shall be initiated through the Fire Department dispatch office. 

If available, equipment shall be dispatched as requested by the Requesting Party. 

The number of such pieces and the amount of personnel dispatched shall be at the sole 

discretion of the Responding Party.   

Notwithstanding any provision of this Agreement to the contrary, the Fire 

Department of either signatory may decline to provide assistance if by doing so, their 

own jurisdiction would not be afforded adequate coverage.  Each department shall advise 

the other immediately if such a condition exists. 
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3. LIABILITY/INDEMNIFICATION 

Seminole County and Lake County do not assume any liability for the acts, 

omissions or negligence of the other.  Each shall indemnify and hold the other harmless 

from all claims, damages, losses and expenses (including attorney fees) arising out of or 

resulting from the negligent performance of their respective operations under this 

Agreement.  This provision shall not be construed as a waiver of sovereign immunity.   

To the extent any claim is asserted in excess of the limits established by the waiver of 

sovereign immunity under Florida law, this provision will become null and void and shall 

be severed from the remainder of this Agreement. 

 

4. REIMBURSEMENT 

Neither Seminole County nor Lake County will receive payment or be reimbursed 

by the other party for any expenses or the like incurred in connection with services 

provided under this Agreement.  Nothing herein prevents either party from receiving 

reimbursements from FEMA or any other state or federal reimbursement programs. 

 

5. TERM  

This Agreement may be cancelled by either party after giving a minimum of 

ninety (90) days written notice of intent to cancel said Agreement.  This Agreement will 

continue in perpetuity until cancelled. 
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6. MISCELLANEOUS 

(a) Officer in Charge, Service Standard - While providing Mutual Aid in 

the area where the emergency exists, the Responding Party personnel shall be subject to 

the orders and directions of the officer in charge of the operations for the Requesting 

Party.   The Requesting Party shall utilize National Fire Protection Standard 1500 to 

ensure that the Incident Command System, the Personnel Accountability System and the 

2-in/2-out standards are adhered to.  Failure to comply with this service standard shall be 

a breach of this Agreement.  

(b) Application of Agreement - This Agreement shall apply only to 

emergencies existing within the areas of protection of Seminole County and Lake 

County.  

 

7. EFFECTIVE DATE 

 This Agreement will take effect as of the date of the last signature herein below. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have caused this Agreement to be executed by 

their duly authorized officials as of the day and year set forth below. 

 
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ATTEST: SEMINOLE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

  By:______________________  

MARYANNE MORSE       BOB DALLARI, Chairman 

Clerk to the Board of 

County Commissioners of 

Seminole County, Florida.  Date: ________________________ 

 

For the use and reliance of   As authorized for execution 

Seminole County only.  by the Board of County Commissioners 

Approved as to form and  at their __________________, ______ 

legal sufficiency.  regular meeting. 

 

 

_____________________________ 

County Attorney 

 

 

 

 
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

ATTEST:   LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

______________________________ By:____________________________ 

NEIL KELLY      WELTON G. CADWELL, Chairman 

Clerk to the Board of 

County Commissioners of 

Lake County, Florida.  Date: ________________________ 

 

For the use and reliance of   As authorized for execution 

Lake County only.  by the Board of County Commissioners 

Approved as to form and  at their __________________, ______ 

legal sufficiency.  regular meeting. 

 

 

_____________________________ 

County Attorney 
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